Spending Guide
so you don’t go broke!

Your Dress

I am not fond of the idea of clone-bridesmaids. Identical dresses, hair, shoes, accessories…yuck. And the hideous gowns that cost upward of $100? Ridiculous. To remedy this, I am letting my girls pick their own dresses! 
Melanie, you’re on your own with this. I’m sure you noticed the adorable hand-made dress on top of your box. Use this as a reference. That is the color and the fabric I would like your dress to be. The style of the dress is up to you. Just remember it’s going to be HOT the day-of, so pick something lightweight and mid-thigh to knee length. If you see something you like, snap a picture of it and send it to me ASAP. Too big? The seamstress that’s doing my alterations takes in dresses for as little as $25. Too small? Put it back. It costs too much money to let out a dress, and don’t say to yourself, “Oh, I’ll lose X pounds by that time…” Remember what Ashley went through? I don’t want you going through that.

I’m putting the cost to you as $50 or less, depending on what you get, where you get it, and whether it needs alterations. Please stay close to this budget, so you don’t go broke for the sake of a wedding!
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Hair + Make-up
This expense is completely optional. If you would like your hair and make-up done, great. If you would rather do it yourself, that’s great too. I don’t want either of my special girls to feel like they need to spend money to look good the day-of, because you’re both beautiful already! 

But, if you don’t want to have to do a thing on that day, I found a lovely duo on craigslist. One lady, Shelby, does airbrush make-up for $50 and the other woman, Sydney, does up-do’s for $65 (less for simple style) and make-up for $35. They book together, so there’s only one payment. The good news is they take $50 off the airbrush total if I book them for a trial-run (which I am). So Shelby would do your make-up for $25 and Sydney would do your hair for $65 (or less). Please let me know by December what, if anything, you would like done.
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The Girl’s Dresses


The little ladies in the wedding are the butterfly catchers (Grace and Faith Turner) and the ring bearers (Rainey Brysch and Alyssa Suárez). Now, although I dislike matching ‘maids, I am totally with tradition when it comes to what that little ladies wear, in that they should wear a dress that’s similar in style to my dress. It looks adorable and they would each feel like a little princess for the day. We all saw the outrageous pricetags at David’s Bridal. $200 for a child’s dress?? That’s more than I spent on my own gown! Much less spend that much on FOUR girls. 


I have found a reputable dress-maker, based in California, who sells their flower girl dresses on ebay. The name of the ebay store is capesforalloccasions. I have found a style that is similar to my gown, is lightweight enough for the girls to wear, and guess how much it costs? $26! Much better…now none of us will regret when they outgrow it! You can choose to buy only Rainey’s dress and have Ashley cover for Alyssa, or you could buy both. That’s something you and Ashley need to discuss. I plan to buy the girls’ dresses around March, to ensure that they will fit and that they will get here on time. 
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Your Man’s Threads


Let’s not forget about the guys! We don’t want them running around naked, do we? Now, it’s completely up to them to decide what to wear, since they aren’t in the bridal party, but in case they do not have a suit readily available, I’ve priced out Men’s Wearhouse rentals to be around $60. Thrift stores are also a good place to look, where I’ve seen them as cheap as $10 and up to $50. I don’t care if it’s a suit or tux, just something a little more formal than jeans, please.
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$50


or less





$65 (or less) – Hair


$25 – Make-up





$52





From $10 - $60








